
Late State Budget Approval
Th e Impact on Children and Child Care 

Providers in Alameda County and the State

For many Californians the approval of a state budget 52 days into the fi scal year 
went without notice. Not so for children and families who depend on subsidized 
child care provided through state funding. Due to the tardiness of the Legislature 
to approve a fi nal budget until August 21st, child care providers have not been 
paid since the end of June for their services. This delay has not only placed a fi nan-
cial burden on the family child care educators, but has led to possible closure of 
child care centers that depend on state funding to keep their programs available 
to families in their communities.

Seven agencies in Alameda County (including Child Care Links) were unable to 
pay child care providers for the 3087 children (1730 families) who received ser-
vices into the new fi scal year. Due to state regulations, agencies will not receive 
their approved state funding until a budget has been approved and signed by 
the Governor. Therefore, provider payments will not be mailed until funding is 
received at each agency throughout the state.

For many agencies and child care cen-
ters this budget delay can have cata-
strophic consequences and those not 
able to secure a line of credit to meet 
operating expenses may not be able 
to survive until funding arrives. Chil-
dren may lose continuity of care and 
parents face possible termination from 
their employment due to absences 
from work due to the lack of child 
care. This is coming at a time when 
parents receiving public assistance are 
expected to transition from the wel-
fare roles in order to meet county 
percentage fi gures, this seems counter 
productive to the goal.

As stated above, many Californians 
not dependent on assistance with child 
care are not aware of how the budget 
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might impact them. However, every Cal-
ifornian should be concerned about the 
state budget not being signed as stated in 
California Law. Businesses suffer fi nancial-
ly when child care providers go unpaid as 
they cannot afford to purchase as much 
food and other supplies due to decreased 
income; parents as well may have less in-
come to spend in their community if they 
have to take off work to be home with 
their children due to child care closures 
or a suspension of services by child care 
educators; child care providers may no longer offer to serve subsidized families due 
to late payments: parents may lose their employment and the tax base decreases; 
non-profi t agencies have to repay interest on any line of credit they get and this 
comes out of program costs for the upcoming fi scal year thereby decreasing the 
amount the agencies will have to provide services to families; the state must pay late 
charges to vendors and businesses that go unpaid until budget signing, increasing the 
state’s total expenses. 

These are only a few examples of the ripple effect of late budget signing and it 
is imperative that as citizens of California and residents of Alameda County we 
educate ourselves on the election process, seek out and vote for candidates who 
carry forward the needs of communities they serve and when the budget is not 
signed by June 15th each year, local and state representatives must be contacted. 
It is not only a right to vote that exists for each of us, but also a responsibility to 
educate ourselves and monitor the process.

Child Care Links would like to thank all the dedicated child care providers in 
Alameda County and the state for their continued support and commitment to 
making a difference for children in Alameda County and California. It is through 
your dedication and patience that children continue to receive the nurturing and 
education every child is entitled to receive. Child Care Links understands the pos-
sible fi nancial burdens your businesses have experienced and thanks you again for 
continuing to do what you do best – ensure quality, safe, learning environments 
for all children regardless of socio-economic status.

Child Care Links is honored to be associated with such professional, caring and 
supportive partners in the community and the agency will continue to advocate 
on your behalf with the Legislature in the future.

Child Care Links currently serves par-
ticipants out of three offi ces located in 
Alameda County: Pleasanton, Fremont 
and Oakland. We are a Resource & Re-
ferral agency and an Alternative Pay-
ment / CalWORKs Program, providing 
resources to the community by offering 
the following:

• Subsidized Child Care services

• Referrals to Licensed Child Care

• Provider and family education 
and support services

• Resource Lending Library

• Employer Consultation for 
Child Care Issues

East County Offi ce
1020 Serpentine Lane, Suite 102
Pleasanton, CA 94566
(925) 417-8733

South County Offi ce
39155 Liberty Street, Suite D 430
Fremont, CA 94538
(510) 791-9256

South & East County
Offi ce Hours
M – F 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.
 1 p.m. – 5 p.m.

North County Offi ce
250 E. 18th Street, 2nd Floor
Oakland, CA 94606
(510) 268-0106

North County Offi ce Hours
M – F 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.

 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.

mail@childcarelinks.org

www.childcarelinks.org
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Center-based Family Read Night
Host Family Read Night at Your

Center-based or Family Child Care Program!

At Center-based Family Read Night a story will be read, an activity will 
be provided and snack will be served. These Family Read Night sessions 
may be scheduled near pick up time in order that families wishing to par-
ticipate will not need to leave and return in the same evening. Children in 
attendance will take home a free book for their family’s library. 

Please contact Donnamarie Fuller, Project Specialist, at (925)249-3923, 
to arrange a Family Read Night session for your Center-based or Family 
Child Care program.
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